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“ CRUELTY” APPEALS. 
It is sometimes said that the R.S.P.C.A., is only a 
prosecuting Society. The 


Society is an educational body, and has very effectu- 
Not 


only is the unpaid bench of humane and sentimenta) 


This is a great mistake. 
ally educated the magistrates of the country. 


gentlemen impressed with the idea that every abras- 
ion of skin found on a working horse isa sign of 
cruelty, but the stipendiary magistrate has been 
educated up to the notion that all swelled legs are 
symptoms of inflammation, and all bent joints 
So well has the 
magistrate been educated that to be charged or sum- 
moned by the R.S.P.C.A., is almost equivalent to 


evidence of unfitness for work. 


being convicted. Upon what principle our magistrates 
act we know noi, but in many courts—and in London 
in particular—the custom is to allow costs when the 
Society is successful but not to allow costs when the 
defendant proves that he is not guilty. The Society’s 
officers are simply private individuals in uniform, 
and why they should be given a favoured position 
over all other prosecutors in the matter of costs 
following the decision is an inscrutable mystery. 
‘The effect however is very patent, the Society may 
prosecute without risk of expense, and the defendant 
after one experience finds it cheaper not to defend. 
Every now and then we hear of appeals against the 
decisions of magistrates in favour of the prosecution, 
and nearly always the appeal is successful — but 
at what cost? No appeal can be ventured on at a 


less estimate than £40, and few men care to 
Poor 


men of course have no chance to appeal, and they 


risk that sum to reduce a pecuniary penalty. 


pay their fine or go to prison without any 
alternative. On another page is a brief statement 
of a case in which a Lancashire Veterinary 





Surgeon was fined by a bench of magistrates 
for ordering a horse to be exercised as part of 
the treatment necessary in lymphangitis. Of course 
every professional man knows that such treatment 
is correct, but the magistrates thought otherwise and 
onvicted. On appeal the Recorder quashed the 










conviction, and Mr. Beard has had removed from 
him the stigma affixed by the R.S.P.C.A. and the 
magistrates. The gross injustice inflicted on poor 
men by some of these convictions is irreparable, and 
the attempts of the Society, over which Mr. Colam 
presides, to sit in judgment upon the practice of 
veterinary surgeons must be firmly resisted. or we 
shall soon be afraid to practice except at the ex- 
pense of an appeal. The Lancashire V.M.S. deserve 
the thanks of the profession for vindicating Mr. 
Beard’s character, and their example must be 
followed whenever the occasion arises. The attention 
of our Council may also be usefully directed to some 
of the evidence given by members of our profession 
whose existence depends chiefly upon the patronage 
of this Society. Mr. Colam and his committee have, 
in the past, done good work and the veterinary pro- 
fession willingly assisted, but he seems lately to 
have made a new departure, and is fast alienating 
from his cause all veterinary sympathy and assist- 
ance. 


Tae Proposep CHARTER. 


A meeting of Council has just been held to con- 
‘sider a communication from the Privy Council re- 
specting the Charter. The communication took the 
form of a question and may be simply stated as 
follows—is the Council willing to accept a condition 
in the Charter to the effect that all members of 
Council shall be 26 years of age, and have practised 
for five years? It has been pointed out before that 
such a clause is quite unnecessary, as the profession 
never has elected and is never likely to elect men of 
such slight standing in its ranks. In the abstract 
we night argue against the justice of such a clause 
as a disenfranchisement of the younger members, but 
practically their rights and priveliges are not in- 
jured. No man of 26 has ever yet sat on our Council 
and probably no one under that age will feel aggrieved 
at being debarred from the honour. 

That some age and experience in a member of 
Council is expedient no one will deny, and perhaps 
the Privy Council think it right not to leave any 
chance of youth and inexperience being represented 
on our governing body. ‘They still leave to the pro- 
fession the duty of protecting itself against a want 
of intelligence or common sense in its representa- 
tives—a want which may unfortunately co-exist with 
middle or even old age. 

The Council have unanimously agreed to accept 
the age limit suggested, and we believe their action 
will be recognised by the profession as quite the 





right course under the circumstances. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


A CURIOUS: FISTULA. 
By E. G. Jounson, M.R.C.V.S., Beighton. 


On the 16th I had brought to me an American 
horse, the property of two persons who were about 
to divide their interests as to the ownership thereof. 
The one who was to take possession of the animal, 
however, decided to first consult my opinion about 
an affection of the throat from which it had suffered 
a long time. 

On examining the case 1 found that there was 
considerable swelling about the throat, principally 
in the space between the angles of the lower jaw, 
and at a point inclined to the lett side there was a 
fistulous opening discharging very footid matter. | 
asked how long this had existed and was informed 
that it had been so fornine months. ‘The horse was 
purchased last September on its arrival from 
America, and was supposed by the purchaser to be 
suffering from strangles. All sorts of nostrums had 
been tried to remedy it without success, and now 
they had come to regard the case as hopeless, but 
having to form a satisfactory idea of its value on 
account of dissolving partnership they decided to | 
consult a veterinary surgeon, 

At first I had some suspicion that the case was | 
one of disease of the jaw bone or caries of a tooth, | 
because on probing the sinus I found that it was | 
several inches deep, taking a course towards the in- | 
ternal surface of the inferior maxillary bone in the | 
direction of the lower extremity of the last molar | 
tooth, and I detected at the extremity distinct grat- | 
ing with the probe. I told my client that the | 
wound would require operating upon, bat there was 
danger of serious bleeding owing to the proximity 
of large blood-vessels.. I arranged to operate on 
Saturday morning. On Saturday I laid the sinus 
open with a long probe pointed bistoury, and in 
cutting deeper in order to get to the bottom I could 
not avoid opening a large vein from which blood 
poured in rather an alarming manner. | now plug- 
ged the wound with cotton wool, and had the horse | 
fastened up short by the head, as the least movement 
of the jaws caused recurrence of hemorrhage, con- 
sequently it had to be kept without solid fuod. At | 

night the horse was fetched away but had to be | 
brought hack, as the bleeding broke out badly owing 
to letting him eat hay. I have now had the wound | 
simply bathed externally with antiseptic lotion, and | 
the plug having worked cut I resumed my explora- 
tion on Wecnesday, 22nd June, feeling that now I 
could more thoroughly investigate. On inserting | 
my little finger into the wound as far as possible, I | 
could detect at the very extremity something which 
I was not satisfied with. and after considerable | 
trouble, by the help of instruments, I managed to | 
extract the foreign matter, which strange to sa | 

y | 
proved to be a number of stalks or blades of a sort | 
of prairie grass, folded like a “ pledget of tow,” and | 
on these was deposited a quantity of white gritty | 








‘ 


matter, obviously old pus which had undergone the 
calcareous change, thus indicating the age of the 
trouble, and it was against these hard gritty parti- 
cles that my probe had grated. I reed hardly say 
that the odour of this foreign matter was extremely 
urpleasant. Examination afterwards revealed a 
cavity very deeply situated against the jaw bone. 
Of course my prognosis of the case is now very 
favourable. 

My opinion is that the horse had strangles, pro- 
bably more than a year ago, in America. That after 
the abscess hed burst the attendant had inserted a 
piece of the grass near at hand, cotton wool, tow &c. 
not being obtainable ; that no further attention was 
given to it. being primarily pushed too far in it stop- 
ped there; in the course of time. the wound closed 
up, but nature could not complete the process owing 
to the presence of the foreign body, and to accommo- 
date the discharge set up thereby asinus resulted, as- 
already described. 


RUPTURED RECTUM FOLLOWING COITION. 
By J. H. Parker M.R.C.V.S., Stow-on-the- Wold. 





On June 6th, an aged black shire mare “ Flower” 
was sent to the horse in good health. After being 
“served” the mare showed considerable uneasiness, 
and on the way home broke out into a lather. 
Arriving home she was put into the stable to cool, 
and afterwards, about 5 p.m., turned out into the 
field. She was found by the Bailiff at 7 p.m. much 
in the same position as she had been left, and evi-. 
dently not caring to associate with the other horses 
in the field. Was brought up into a loose box 
when she was found occasionally to show signs of 
pain by grinding of the teeth and propping the hind 
parts against the wall. The appetite was fairly 
good. I saw her on the 7th when she appeared as 
follows :— Backed firmly against the wall and almost 
crouching. Moved forward with difficulty, left to 
herself she immediately resumed her original posi- 
tion. Facial expression lively; respirations nor- 


mal, pulse 66, small and wiry. superficial temperature 


good, temperature per rectum 103 2/; F. On taking 
the temperature observed that the tail was stained 
wih some fecal mucus. Not having seen a 
similar case before, 1 took off my coat to see what 1 
could find. Examination per vaginam tevealed 
nothing abnormal, but on passing my hand into the 
rectum I discovered about 18 inches from the anus 
a longitudinal laceration of the internal coats of the 
bowel apparently about three inches long. There 
was considerable cedema of the mucous membrane, 
and the swelling surrounding the lacerated part 
almost cbliterated the lumen of the viscus. With- 
drawing my arm I gave as soon as possible an 
enema of about ol. lini. oj made lukewarm and con- 
taining opii. tinct. 1 oz. with a view to allay the local 
irritation. Having been taught tnat in case of 


inflamed bowel the best treatment was to keep an 
inflamed part as quiet as possible, I prescribed 
large doses of tinct. opii. with a view to locking and 
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soothing the bowels as muchas possible. Next day 
when [ saw the mare she was in the act of defcating, 
which seemed to be effected with great difficulty and 
straining, and only passing very small quantities at 
a time, which were much more flattened than normal 
though not at all bloodstained. Seeing that the 
passage of the feces caused so much pain I de- 
termined to give opii. ol. lini., not with a view of 
saving her life but rather to favour a enthanasy, at 
the same time only allowing her as food about 4 
gallons of milk per diem. After the oil had exerted 
its effect the act of defecation was performed with 
much less difficulty and straining, and finding 
the apparently salutary effect I repeated the 
oil daily, keeping the feces about the con- 
sistency of a cow’s. On June J3th the mare seemed 
worse, and a good deal of swelling appeared round 
the anus and perineum. The mare was now 
inclined to lie down a good deal, look round to her 
sides with almost continual grinding of the teeth. On 
causing her to rise she trembled violently and im- 
mediately commenced backing. Pulse and tem- 
perature going up; vespirations still about normal. 
Easiest when lying down. Un the morning 14th 
was found in the standing posiiion, trembling 
violently; respirations 60 per minute, purely 
thoracic; pulse imperceptible at maxilla and arm ; 
heart beats; 90 very feeble; superficial tempera- 
ture deathly cold; internal temperature 104 
Sweating considerabls at anus and perineum. Rec- 
tum everted about 6 inches and considerably inflamed. 
Died about 12 a.m. 

Autopsy showed peritoneal cavity full of feecal 
brewnish yellow fluid, blood vessels intensely in- 
jected. Lower surface of the womb barring the 
vascular injection nothing serious. | Upper surface 
and structures between it and the rectum infiltrated 
with lymph in different stages of organisation—or 
rather degeneration—some being plastic and some 
in flocculent clots. The rectum was inflamed 
throughout its whole length, and just above the 
body of the womb it was ruptured for about half an 
inch on the external and about 3 inches on the internal 
coat, and through which by a little pressure the fluid 
feeces could be seen entering the peritoneal sack. The 
edges of the ruptured portion were considerably 
thickened and in one place a little pus could be seen. 
The termination of the floating colon was very black 
and apparently gangrenous. The mucous coat of the 
rectum was very much thickened in places, and there 
were circumscribed elevations and depressions 
throughout its entire length, somewhat similar to 
a chain of hills with small valleys between. 

Remarks. From the history of the case it seems 
that the mare must have received the penis in the 
rectum and this was the cause of the Jaceration 
which eventually led to rupture. I have since 
been informed that it was not the man who was 
ordinarily in attendance on the horse that superin- 
tended the process. but a stranger who evidently 
knew very little of the business. 1 believe the 
owner of the mare, who is a magistrate, intends claim- 
ing compensation on the ground of culpable negli- 
gence. 


[Not a very clear claim we should think.—Ep.} 








LAMINITIS FOLLOWING RETENTION OF THE 
FG@TAL MEMBRANES IN MARE, 
By J. MoLavoutan Youne. 





Whilst assisting in a country practice last year I 
saw three such cases as mentioned by Mr, Hunting 
in last week’s Record. They all occurred on one 
farm, and within a fortnight. This, like Mr. 
Hunting’s cases, certainly looks suspicious of con- 
tagion. 

The first I saw about mid-day, and immediately 
attempted to remove the foetal membranes, but 
being unable to do so without tearing I gave ergot 
1 dr. water 1 oz. and washed out the uterus thoroughly 
with water and Corrosive Sublimate (1—1000.) 
When I called in the evening the groom told me 
that about 3 hours after I had left the mare began 
to strain and the membranes came away. I may 
mention that at my first and second visit the pulse 
and temperature were normal. ‘ihe second had 
the same treatment and with the same successful 
result. The third got the ergot but no washing of 
the uterus, and next morning the membranes came 
away but the mare had a bad attack of Laminitis 
and died in four days notwithstanding our treat- 
ment. Mr. Hunting asks if the decomposition of 
the membranes gives rise to poisonous products 
which being absorbed by the blood produces the 
lameness. The decomposition produces septic- 
metritis, and from the inflammation of the uterine 


mucous membrane Laminitis follows. 1 know that 
one of the mares foaled all right this year. The 
other was not put to the horse. 
A CASE OF YEW POISONING, 
By H. G. Bowes, Student, New Veterinary 
College. 





The following case came under my notice recently 
whilst seeing practice with Mr. KR. Cockburn, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Eastwood. 

On the morning of June 3rd we were called out 
about 4.30 to see a gentleman’s hunter which, the 
groom said, had colic. 

On arriving we were informed by the coachman 
that the previous evening, on coming in after a short 
run, the borse had eaten his corn heartily, and shortly 
afterwards they had given him some grass ; about an 
hour after having the grass the horse became uneasy 
and had colicky pains, whereupon they gave him a 
colic draught containing one ounce each of tr. opii., 
sp. ammon. co. and sp. wth. chlor, repeating it in an 
hour or two afterwards as he was no easier, and then 
as he became no better they came for us. 

We found him uneasy, constantly walking round 
his box, occasionally pawing. His pulse however 
was only 48, and a good round pulse too, and his 
temperature was 101}. But he was persistently 
turning his head to the off-side and lookjng towards 
his right flank. seldom or never turning it to the 
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near-side. His countenance bore an extremely 
anxious and haggard expression. There was also a 
dribbling of saliva from the mouth, and frequent 
eructations of gas arising from the acute gastritis. 
The case was therefore much more serious than was 
at first apparent, especially from the nature of the 
pulse. which was particularly strong and steady, and 
in fact remained so until about mid-day. 

A hypodermic injection of Physotig 1 gr. was 
given, warm water rugs applied to the abdomen, 
and a draught containing Chloral Hydrate and Pot. 
Brom, left to be given in an hour. 

On returning about 9 o’clock the horse was much 
about the same, and about four quarts of blood were 
extracted from him, after which he seemed a little 
easier; the treatment was continued as before. 

At one o’clock he was worse, his pulse had risen 
to 66, expression still haggard, and there was still 
the same persistent turning of head to the right 
flank. A hypodermic injection of Morphia was 
then given, and a draught of Chloral. Hydr. 
and Pot. Brom. left as before, with directions to 
give occasional enemas of soap and warm water. 

At four o’clock he was much worse, all the pre- 
vious symptoms being much aggravated with the 
addition of cold sweats over the body, trembling 
of limbs, ete. 

The peculiar symptoms lead to the suspicion that 
there was something connected with the case out of 
the common and on inquiry it was found that the 
grass which the horse had eaten the night before 
had been cut from along the side of a row of young 
yew trees, and on examining the turf, we found 
several small twigs of yew, even after it had been 
raked ; sv that it was not at all improbable, that 
there had been some in the grass eaten by the horse 
and although perhaps not enough to directly poison 
him, yet quite sufficient to give rise to the gastritis, 
from which he was suffering. 

At nine o’clock he was much worse and did not 
seem likely to live long, indeed he lived only about 
an heur after this, dying shortly after ten o’clock 
the same night. 

Post-mortem. On making a post-mortem examina- 
tion the next day, immediately on opening the 
abdomen, food was seen to be mixed with the iates- 
tines, thus showing that there was a rupture, which 
proved to be of the stomach. It was a large rupture 
extending nearly the whole lengthof the anterior ae 
face, near to the lesser curvature. The mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach was also very much inflamed, 
as also that of the small intestines though not to so 


great an extent. On examining the contents of the | 
stomach carefully we found what I have no doubt were | 


yew spines, having the ridge down the centre, sharp 


point, ete. ; although of course afterthe maceration for | 


about 36 hours, which they had undergone, they 
might not so readily have been distinguished if 
we had not been expecting and looking for 
them. Some of these spines were also aduerine to 
the inflamed surface of stomach. The horse had 
therefore evidently died from a rupture of the 
stomach which had been caused by distension with 
gas from acute gastritis due to t! 


© ingestion of yew 
, * 7 . 
My reasons for the latter conc : 


lusion are— 


1. That the horse had been quite well until he 
had eaten the grass, and became bad about an hour 
after having it. By 

2. That the grass had {been cut from the side of 
yew trees and pieces of yew were easily discoverable 
on the turf where it was cut from. 

3. That yew spines were found in the contents 
of the stomach and adhering to the walls. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Continued from page 687.) 


Special meeting of the Council held at the College, 
Red Lion Square, on Thursday, June 16th, W. J. Mul- 
vey, Esq., the President, in the chair. 


PETITIONS AGAINST THE NEw CHARTER. 


The Presipent: he next business is to consider the 
answers to be sent in to the Privy Council in regard to 
the petitions against the Charter of Professors McCall 
and Williams and another, and a further Jetter from Sir 
Henry Simpson. 


(This petition has already appeared on page 643.) 


The answer which the solicitor had drawn up and 
which was submitted to the Council for approval was as 
follows :— 

“In answer to the statements that the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons propose to make 
certain rules and regulations for the instruction and 
/ examination of veterinary students and for their admis- 

sion to the veterinary profession, the Council state that 
it is correct that the question of study and examination 
is now and has for a long time past been in course of con- 
sideration, but up to the present time n® definite altera- 
| tions have been agreed on. 
| It is, to say the least, premature to assume, as the peti- 
| tioners appear to do, that the rules and regulations which 
| it is understood the Council propose to make as afore- 
said are in the opinion of the petitioners such as will 
| make the terms of admission to the veterinary profession. 
unduly onerous and will tend to the detriment of the 
public in unduly limiting the supply of adequately quali- 
| fied veterinary practitioners, as well as to the detriment 
of the existing veterinary schools ; and the Council beg 
to repeat that up to the present time no definite proposi- 
tions on the subject have been agreed upon. 

The Council have the intérests of the profession at 
| heart, and have no wish to enact such terms as would be 
injurious or detrimental to the public, and especially any 
such as would be detrimental to the existing veterinary 

schools. 

The present position of the matter is as follows :—The 
Council referred the whole question of study and exam- 
ination to the examination committee which consists of 
all the members of Council, they in turn referred the 
matter to a sub-committee, who have reported that con- 
ditions as to matriculation should be the same as are 
adopted by the Medical Council, and that the course of 
| study and examination should be four years instead of 
| three as at present. These recommendations have been 
adopted, but the details of the scheme of study have been 
_Teferred back to the sub-committee; they have prepared 
| a scheme, prints of which have been sent to every mem- 
| ber of Council, to all the examiners, and to every pro- 
| fessor and teacher at all the schools with an invitation 
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for criticism and remarks, and in addition to this the 
Council have arranged for a conference to take place be- 
tween the members of Council, the principals of schools, 
and the examiners in order that the whole matter may 
be thoroughly discussed and a result arrived at to the 
best interests of the public, the profession, and the 
schools. It is part of the proposition that any new regu- 
lations are not to come into force for three years and are 
not to affect students entering before then. 

In answer to the prayer of the petition that a clause 
should be added to the proposed supplemental Charter 
directing that any rules and regulations proposed to be 
made by the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons and affecting the terms of admission to the 
veterinary profession should be laid before Her Majesty 
for approval, and should be open for a certain time to 
objections and amendments to be presented to Her 
Majesty in Council by any parties desirous of stating such 
objections thereto or craving such amendments thereof, 
and should thereafter receive Her Majesty’s approval 
subject to such amendments as Her Majesty in Council 
might be pleased to direct, the Council respectfully urge 
that ever since the granting of the Charter of 1844 to the 
present time the College has had the exclusive right of 
making rules and regulations and bye-laws for all pur- 
poses connected with the College, including those relating 
to the examination and admission of students, and that 
during the whole of that period such rules as made by 
them have been found to work well, or if not have been 
altered with al) convenient dispatch. There are four 
schools viz., the Royal Veterinary College, London, 
(founded in 1791 and incorporated in 1875), the Royal 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, (founded in 1823), the 
New Veterinary College, Edinburgh, and the Veterinary 
College, Glasgow, as stated in the petition. All the prin- 
cipals of the schools are at present members of Council, 
so that no scheme detrimental to their schools could be 
carried through without their having the opportunity of 
being heard upon it. The principals are all men of high 
standing in their profession, and any opinion of theirs, 
especially in the question of education or admission to 
the profession, is invariably listened to by the members 
of Council with great deference and respect. The Coun- 
cil feel that such a clause as is asked for by the petition 
would most materially abridge their powers without any 
corresponding benefit to anyone, and would inflict an un- 
deserved slight upon the whole profession. The peti- 
tioners have not ventured to adduce any single instance 
in the whole of the 48 years of the existence of the Royal 
College in which such an abridgment of their power 
would have been beneficial in she slightest degree. 

The Council are not aware of any corresponding 
clause in the Charter of any other profession, and al- 
though they are willing to concede that such a restriction 
would be most useful for the protection of the public in 
the case of trading monopolies such as railway, gas, or 
water companies, yet that in this instance where the 
public are not directly interested, it can serve no good 
purpose, but would only lend to cripple and hinder the 
Council in introducing reforms from time to time which 
circumstances might render necessary.” 

The Presipent: Perhaps some gentleman will now 
move a resolution. 

Mr. Mason: I shall be very glad to move that the 
reply be approved. 

Mr. Wrace: And I will second it. 

Mr. James Simpson : Is this the petition which is from 
“ Another.” 

_ Mr. Tuarcuer: That is withdrawn in favour of this 
joint petition. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The Presment: Mr. Thatcher will now read the 
answer to Sir H. Simpson’s “ further letter.” 





The following is a copy of the further memorandum of 
Sir Henry Simpson. 

Re Supplemental Charter. 

“The Lords of Her Majesty’s Privy Council having 
intimated that they will consider any statement I may 
desire to submit, I beg to call attention to the petition 
of the Royal College and the absence of any valid reason 
given for altering the 9th clause of the Charter of 
1876. 

(Petition Article 6.) To consider an examinership a 
paid office is derogatory to that honourable position, many 
like myself are willing to serve without the honorarium 
hitherto paid which barely covers out of pocket 
expenses. 

There is no bar in other professions to a member of 
Council being an examiner. 

Of an examining board of 22 members, not more than 
10 members of Council have ever officiated at one time as 
examiners, and the statement that examiners are gener- 
ally selected from the members of Council appears incon- 
sistent with facts. 

(Petition Article 2.) Although not opposing the 
change prayed for I beg to point out that no good reason 
is shown for it and that no inconvenience can arise from 
a president and vice-presidents being elected by the 
Council as at present (in the same way that County 
Aldermen are elected) and in proof of this I may state 
that in May 1891 a president was elected who was not a 
member of Council and who never had been returned as 
a member of Council by popular vote. 

(My protest dated Feb. 1892.) The Royal College by 
_ their answer delivered on the 6th April do not deny that 
| if the Charter is granted the Council may be composed 
|in part of men of less than five years standing in the 
profession and without practical experience, whereas at 
present a member of Council must be 26 years of age 
and must have been five years in practice and must pass 
the Fellowship degree. 

The existing practitioners, the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, and the Royal Commission for Horse 
Breeding have confidence in the Council as now consti- 
tuted and the two last named bodies have adopted resolu- 
tions of the Council during the last three years conunec- 
ted with horse breeding, knowing they were passed by a 
board of practical men, while 300 veterinary surgeons on 
register No. 3 desire that no one of less experience than 
five years shall be on the Council to frame rules for pro- 
fessional conduct &c. 

(My memorandum April 5th.) The Royal College by 
their answer dated April 20th, 1892, do not deny my 
statements. 

(1) That all professions give to the holders of a higher 
degree privileges with their rank. 

(2) That the risk of excluding men of superior educa- 
tion and status from the profession is great, if rank does 
not confer the privilege of being a member of the govern- 
ing body. 

(3) That the Council is now asking for what was 
never voted upon by the profession in answer to Mr. 
Mulvey’s inquiry which they quote and rely upon. 

I desire to add a few comments upon what has been 
stated by the Royal College in their answers. 

(Answer dated April 6th). The existing practitioners 
have a right toa tribunal such as was contemplated when 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, was passed viz., a 
governing body for ever after 1886 as provided for by the 
Charter of 1876. They would have had a binding clause 
inserted in the last Act had it been supposed the Council 
would execute such a retrograde movement as is now 
contemplated. 
| A copy of the petition was not sent to veterinary sur- 
| geons on register No. 3,nor was any explanatory note as 
to the necessity or desirability of the contemplated 
alterations sent to the members and Fellows of the Col- 
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: Council may direct by Charter to 


lege nor was any request made for objections to be sent 
for consideration of the Council. , 
It is true the monopoly of their being the class from 


which examiners are taken is reserved to the Fellows, but _ 


that of itself is not sufficient, and what is more the pro- 
moters of the supplemental Charter sought to take away 
this privilege and were only defeated on a division by a 
pee” majority. 

I have not asked for a return of my fees, but [ object 


to these fees being spent by a Council composed of men | 
who did not contrivute to the Fellowship fund, and who | 


may desire therefore to pay themselves fees for atten- 
dance as members of Council. 

(Answer agreed to April 20th.) L applied by letter to 
the solicitor and through him to the president of the Col- 


who protested. “The Council considers that such pro- 
tests should have been lodged within the time limited by 
the official advertisement. Subject to the foregoing para- 
graph the Council desire that their answer to the pro- 
test of Sir H. Simpson may be taken as the answer to 
these protests. Subject tu paragraph one the Council do 
‘not object to the gentlemen protesting being heard per- 
_sonally or by representatives before the proper committee 
‘of the Privy Council provided the Council are also 
allowed to be represented on the same occasion.” 

I have applied to the solicitor to know whether it is in- 
| tended thereby to pay the expenses of the protestors if 
| they appear by counsel, to which application { have re- 
| ceived a reply that my letter will be laid before a meet- 
‘ing of Council in July. I regret that my remarks are 


lege for the latter to use his influence to obtain a con- | not so concise as I could wish, but I am busily engaged 


ference, I applied by letter to the president and Council 
and attended personally and appealed for a conference 
and the payment of out-of-pocket expenses to those who 
were protesting. 

No vote was taken nor has any decision of the Council | 
in answer to my letters and appeal ever been communica- | 
ted to me, except a copy of the answer to the Privy Coun- | 
cil which does not deal with the request for payment of | 
out-of-pocket expenses. 

I spoke of Mr. Hunting having nominees for Council | 
because he “ named or designated ”’ certain persons in his 
weekly journal in 1891 and 1892. It is « fact that for the 
election just concluded Mr. Hunting “ named and desig- 
nated ” certain persons and Mr. Mulvey, his colleague, 
officially nominated the eight gentlemen who were elec- 
ted. 

In the Charter of 1844 it is provided that the Council 
may make bye-laws etc. for the appointment of persons | 
to examine and determine upon the fitness and qualifica- 
tions of students, and bye-law, 21 provides that not less 
than six examiners shall be members of the College, and 
it appeared to me that the Council had it in its power to 
enact by bye-law that members of Council should not be | 
examiners without a Supplemental Charter being | 
necessary for the purpose. 

Power to make such a bye-law with power for all’bye- 
laws to be approved by the Privy Council would meet the 
case, and I find that such power is vested in the Privy 
Council in other chartered bodies. 

My proposal (6) has uot to my knowledge during 11 
consecutive years service on the Council ever been sub- | 
mitted to the Council. It appeared a fair compromise if | 
the Privy Council will not retain 1 (a). 

(6) I have alluded to the first paragraph already 

The second paragraph would work well as instance—_ 
members of a Town Council who are shareholders in a 
gas company who would not vote on questions relating to | 
the gas company. " 

(8) I have already alluded to this, but I think it most 
necessary. 
awe e. he aoe is misleading. The audited accounts | 

this year show that a contribution has been made for 
& specific purpose and that it is kept separate and 
from the general fund in the balance sheet and the 
"1b rhe is fair and reasonable, 

( 1e Council has full power to dispose of i - 
perty (by Charter 1844) as it hall think nea meee 
would object to a restraining hand being placed pan this 
power who desires that payment shall not be made a 
members of Council for their services. “Tee 

(11) A clause by which those who have held or 1 
hold appointments as member of Council and med 
jointly shall not be affected by ; ae 

y any change the Privy 


be made with regard to | 


apart | 
refore 


the examinerships (if any). 
The Council passed the followin 

of April, but it does not a 

Privy Council, nor has it 


g resolution of the 20th | 
ppear in their answer to the | 
| 


been communicated to those | 


‘and can only snatch a few moments occasionally to de- 
vote to this subject. I have by resignation ceased to be 
a member of Council, 

(Signed) Henry Simpson. 
Gordon House, Windsor, 
May 20th, 1892. 


Mr. Tuarcuer: I have to this letter prepared an 
alternate answer, and I will read the short one first. 

“ The Council! have fully considered and discussed the 
memorandum, but are of opinion that the whole of the 
statements and arguments are already fully set forth in 
their petition and former answers and they are prepared 
to support these by evidence and argument before any 


‘committee that their lordships may be pleased to ap- 
| point. 


They must not be taken to admit any of the state- 
ments made by Sir Henry Simpson in the said memoran- 
dum nor the inferences he deduces from them ; on the con- 
trary, they are willing that he should put them to the 
proof both by evidence and argument in the manner 
above indicated. 

The Council decline to pay the expenses of Sir Henry 
Simpson or any other person in reference to the opposi- 
tion of the Charter, as they are of opinion that such 
opposition should never have been made. 

The Council respectfully beg your lordships to appoint 
an early day for the matter to be determined either be- 
fore a committee of your lordships, or in such other way 
as to your lordships may seem most expedient.” 

The PrestpENt: Do you approve of this reply or shall 


| the solicitor read the other which goes very fully into the 


matter / 

Mr. Huntine: I thoroughly approve of the short 
reply. 

Mr. Triacer: I will. propose that the reply as now 


read by the solicitor be approved by this Cuuncil and 
sent. 


Mr. Mason: I will second that. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp: Does the solicitor think it is 
quite enough ? 

Mr. Tuatcuer : I could answer the letter point by 


point, but if this sort of thing goes on there will be no 


end to it. I thought the best way would be to cut the 


mi.tter short and say “here we are, let us come to close 
quarters.”’ 


Mr. Trigger’s resolution was then put and carried. 
Re-INsert1on oF NAMES ON THE REGISTER. 


The PRESIDENT said that there was a recommendation 
from the Registration Committee that the names of 


Messrs. Rugg and Selfe should be re-inserted on the 


register as they had complied with the regulations and 
paid the fees for restoration. 
; On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Prof. Pen- 


erthy, it was agreed that the names should be re-in- 
serted. 
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Date or CONFERENCE. A letter was read from W. J. Mulvey, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., 
. | President of the R.C.V.S., as follows :— 
Mr. Huntin asked whether the Council would ascer- | ppar Sir, 
tain when it was most convenient for the various gentle-| You are probably aware that the opposition to the 
men to attend the conference. | Charter by Sir H. Simpson and a few others still con- 
The Prestpent: I think it would be better for the | ¢inues. It has occurred to me that at the present june- 
secretary to write to each one of the principals and ask | ture much good might be done if petitions in favour of 
when it would be most convenient for them to meet the | the Charter in its present form were sent to the Privy 
Council and examiners. int } | Council, I enclose you a form of petition which | shall be 
Mr. Huntine: And to ask if it would meet their con- | jad if you will get as many signatures to as possible, 
venience that it should be held either the day before or and return to me at your very earliest convenience. 
after the quarterly meeting in July ! ; | I am, dear sir, yours truly, 
Vet.-Capt. Raymonp: I should propose that it be the W. J. Mutvey. 
day before, because the members of the Council will be | Additional sheets of paper can be used and attached to 
considerably influenced in the way they vote on certain | form sent. 
motions by the information which they receive from the| The petition ran as follows:—In the Privy Council 
conference. | office. In the matter of the petition of the Royal College 
Mr. Huntine: We are most of us near London and I | of Veterinary Surgeons for a Supplemental Charter. The 
think we could come a day or two before the Council | hymble petition of the undersigned being individual 
meeting in order to ciear the registration committee’s work | Fe}Jows and Members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
out of the way and then the conference can come 01 | Surgeons sheweth, “ ‘That your petitioners are cognizant 
the next day. We can hardly ask these gentlemen to | of the petitions and protests entered by various persons 
come to London for three days, but we may for two. ‘against the grant of the Supplemental Charter prayed for 
The Preswent: I think that would do very well, to py the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or for the 
have the committee meetings two days before the Council | purpose of introducing modifications therein. Your 
meeting and the conference on the day intervening. | petitioners fully approve of the prayer of the petition of 
Mr. Huntina: What is the date of the July meet- | the said Royal College, and in particular most strongly 


ing? : : , Me sae Rist teh ton é 
r A Re | protest against any clause being introduced in the pro 
wa Presrpext: It should be somewhere about the | posed Charter which would in any way abridge or curtail 


. the power of the said College to frame its own rules, re- 
_The seal of the College was then affixed to documents | gulations and bye-laws as conferred upon them by the 
— leave to the solicitor to prosecute in several | Charter of 1844, and enjoyed by them ever since. And 
S ney > 
; . your petitioners will ever pray &c. 
The PRestvent : Mr. Thatcher has received a letter | y Thre petition was meen na all present. 
from Sir Henry Simpson asking that he may have a copy| The Secretary read letters of apology for absence from 
sent to him of any answer we send to-day to the Privy | Professors Walley and Axe, and Messrt. Fleming, Wragg, 
Council in answer to his letter to them. Is it your wish | Hardy, Gresswell, Freer and Gooch. 
that the solicitor comply with the request of Sir Henry ’ 





Simpson ? 


Mr. Triacer: I think as a matter of courtesy we 


might send it, and I will move that it be sent. 
Mr. James Simpson : I will second that. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
The Prestpent: That closes the business. 


On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Vet.-Capt. 
Raymond, a vote of thanks was passed to the president 


for his conduct in the chair, 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


A meeting was held at the Albion Hotel, Lincoln, on 
Thursday, June 23rd, the president, T. E. Smith, Esq., 
M.R.C.V.S., of Market Rasen, took the chair, and those 
present were Messrs. Hartley, Lincoln ; Brooks, Ful- 
beck ; Russell, Grantham ; Goodall, Melton Mowbray ; 
Rudkin, Grantham ; Jas. Smith, Huntingdon ; Osborne 
Fulstow ; Dickinson, Boston ; Howse, Lincoln. The 
minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 


_ Tae Evecrioys—Tur Commirrer. 

Captain Russell, in the name of the association, con- 
gratulated Mr. Hartley upon having been placed upon 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Hartley suitably acknowledged the compliment, 
assuring them that it would be his pleasure as well as 
his duty to do all in his power to further the interests of 
the profession. 


THE EpvucaTION QUESTION. 
The Secretary read the following letter :— 
The Central Veterinary Medical Society, 
170, Brompton Road, London, 8.W. 
April 8th, 1892. 
Dear Sir, 

At the termination of a discussion on General Veter- 
inary Education at our last meeting on Tuesday, April 
| 5th, two resolutions were unanimously carried, the first 
|in favour of a higher general education, the second in 
favour of a four years course of study. I have been in- 
| structed by the society to ask you to bring the subject 
| before your members with a view to testing how far they 
| are prepared to support the opinions as embodied in the 
| above resolutions. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. G. 





RoGERs. 

| J. Smitu, Esq. 

| Considerable discussion followed, and the general feel - 
|iug was evidently against the four years course of study, 
and finally the following resolution was adopted. 

“That this association is of opinion that the educa. 
tional status of veterinary surgeons should be considered 
but that the society is against a four years course of study, 
and thinks that if one year’s pupilage could be intro 
duced it would be a great advantage.” 

The petition of Professors McCall and Williams to the 
Privy Council against the new Charter was read and 
ordered to be on the table. = 

(This petition has already appeared, see page 643). 

The following new members were proposed, seconded 
and duly adopted :—Mesars. Thos. Spencer, Caistor ; R. 
A. W. Stevenson, Brigg ; Chas. Seely, Lincoln. 

A certain number of members being in arrears with 





their subscriptions, it was decided that if these monies 
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be not paid by the next meéting in October they should 
be struck off the rolls of the association. A 

The advisability of altering the day of the meeting was 
considered, and the secretary directed to canvass the 
members on the subject. 


T. E.Smrrn, M.R.C.V.S. 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


The President then read his inaugural address, in the 
course of which he alluded to the objects of the society, 
which was not only to hear and discuss given subjects of 
interest, but to promote a friendly feeling, and to have 
the interchange of opinion on any particular case which 
might have occurred in the practice of many of its mem- 
bers. Having thanked them for the honour conferred up- 
on him and promised to do his best for the welfare and 
interest of the society, he said they were in a very 
flourishing condition. They must congratulate them- 
selves as asociety, and their friend Mr. Hartley, as one 
of their members on his election to the Council. This 
was a very good proof that the profession as a body were 
in favour of a new Charter. 

“What benefit we may derive from it if passed,” said 
the president, “remains to be proved, but for myself I fail 
to see why a member of the College, although he does 
not care to go in for the Fellowship degree, should be 
debarred from sitting on the Council and taking part 
in the management of the business of the profession. 
We are all perfectly aware there are] many good and 
respected members, equal in practical ability to many 
of the Fellows, who have been in active practice for 
many years and consequently behind in theory, who have 
not the time to study for all examinations.” The pre- 
sident further commented upon the additions and im- 
provements at the College since he received his diploma 
24 years ago, aud there was also an entirely new staff of 
teachers. The course of study had been altered, the 
teaching staff considerably increased, and the fees en- 
larged, and several fresh subjects of study had been 
added. To the microscope the patient owed much ; and 
in therapeutics great changes had taken place, a more 
palliative mode of treatmeut has been adopted. The 
newly formed Board of Agriculture had been beneficial 
in checking the spread of contagious diseases, though 
more liberty should be given to the veterinary surgeons 
as inspectors, and not place them so much under the 
police and other non-professional officers. He con- 
demned the appointment of policemen as cattle inspec- 
tors by County Councils, and thought this might be 
remedied if they banded themselves together and made 
application to the proper authorities. 

The V eterinary Surgeons Act, so far as he knew, had 
been of no benefit to country practitioners, and men who 
before practised as veterinary surgeons and had not been 
registered, were carrying on in exactly the same way 
without interference. Horse breakers, g-ooms, chemists 
a were allowed to dock, ball, prescribe for and attend 
Ried. tn'eousbesiom, he told Eo eld Ss nn a 

> § 1e would like to see the 


old question of compulsory pupilage carried out.—(Hear 


hear.) : 


SEPTIC PNEUMONIA IN CALVES, 
By Jas. Smrru, Huntingdon. 





ae, Danan AND GENTLEMEN, 

the reason I am bringing forward a paper f i 
meeting is because when time was guitine ivy! br 
ee to get anybody else to do so, and I trust that this 
act alone will be sufficient excuse for any short comings 
that may be found in the paper I have prepared. If [ 


| 





may do so I will here suggest that before we part to-day 
some member volunteer to read a paper at our next 
meeting. If this be done it will save a great deal of 
trouble and certainly lessen the anxiety of your 
Secretary. as “ 

I have headed my paper “ Septic Pneumonia in Calves, 
but at the outset I wish to say that I am not certain that 
this is the best name for the disease in question, but our 
literature on the subject is very scant, in fact I have 
failed to find a similar case recorded. I intend to 
give a short history of an outbreak as it was presented to 
me, as this will be a much easier task than to give an 
elaborate description of the disease. ~ 

Early in December last | was requested to call ata 
farm in my neighbourhood to see some calves that were 
ill. I found 6 were dead, and 10 very ill in a separate 
loose box used for a hospital, while in the byre itself 
there were 40 calves, several coughing a little but other- 
wise to all appearances in good health. I found that for 
3 years in succession there had been an outbreak of the 
same disease, and many calves had died. One Veteri 
nary Surgeon had called the disease husk, while another 
had thought it contagious pleuro-pneumonia. 

The animals in the hospital presented a very pitiful 
appearance. They were quite unable to stand, were 
very much emaciated, grunting very badly and showing 
every symptom of acute pneumonia. On enquiry I 
found that the first thing noticed was a short husky 
cough and the, refused their milk. When this occurred 
they were removed into hospital, and when once there 
the disease ran a very rapid course. In one exceptional 
case the animal was found dead in the morning and pre- 
vious to this time no one knew that it wasailing. I 
will tell you more about this when 1 come to post-mortem 
appearances. 

Previous cases had been dosed and blistered, etc., but 
no treatment proved of any benefit. On making a 
post-mortem, in all except the calf found dead, the lungs 
showed the effects of acute inflammation, but what to me 
was remarkable was the extraordinary amount of putre- 
faction and disorganization of tissue that had taken place 
There were gangrenous patches scattered all over the 
lungs, some large and some small. Insome places the 
lung tissue was transformed into a dirty grey or blackish 
mass. In others, where the gangrene was close under 
the pleura the latter was raised up in blisters, and in 
some cases the softened mass had broken through into 
the chest cavity. In the case of the calf found dead, in 
the centre of one lung was a cavity which had contained 
quite a pint of pus,and no doubt had ruptured during 
the night. 

I came to the conclusion that I had a special form of 
pneumonia to deal with, and. to make sure, submitted 
some specimens of lungs to Professor Penberthy who very 
kindly examined them, and at once said they presented 
the appearance of septic pneumonia. ; 

Having decided the nature of the disease, the next 
question was how to arrest its spreading, and the follow- 
ing measures were adopted with absolute success. The 
healthy calves were taken out ofthe large byre and put 
into a shed. The manure was then carefully taken out 


'and the boards, mangers, floors &c. were thoroughly 


cleansed with boiling water and carbolicacid. The place 
was then fumigated with burning sulphur, and after this 
the walls and partitions were washed with lime and car- 
bolic acid. Before the healthy calves were put back in- 
to it, each one was thoroughly washed about the eyes, 
nostrils, chest and feet with a solution of carbolic acid. 

The calves that were ill were then taken out of the 
hospital and this was treated in exactly the same way. 
When they were put back again they were treated with 
inhalations of carbolic acid twice daily, and after treat- 
ment was commenced only two more calves died. Since 
then the place has been free from disease. 
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Iam aware that most frequently septic pneumonia is 
due to embolism when inflammation and suppuration 
have occurred somewhere in the body, caused by an 
operation wound, by a fracture, by parturition, and so 
forth ; but I am of opinion that in this case we had to 
deal with a special infective pneumonia, and that the 
active cause for this was taken into the lungs by inhala- 
tion, causing the lungs to be so affected as to allow of the 
destructive action of the common organisins which pro- 
duce putrefaction and gangrene. It isan admitted fact 
that the lungs are always in contact with these latter, 
but that during health they are able to resist their action. 
I believe that death occurs in some cases from the toxic 
effect of the ptomaine formed by the organism, in others 
through the destruction of lung tissue preventing 
oxydisation of the blood, and in still more from these 
effects combined. 

In conclusion I may just say that about 10 years ago, 
when an assistant in Lincolnshire, I remember a case 
where young calves died in exactly the same way as these. 
Treatment was useless, nor were we able to suggest either 
cause or means of prevention. 


Discussion. 


Captain RusseLi : How old were the calves / 

Mr. Suita: From three to six months old, and they 
were bought in. A few were bred on the place, but 
most of them were bought in. They had the disease on 
the place three years in succession ; the drainage was good 
and the stable very healthy. 

Mr. Dickinson asked if the bronchials were affected. 

Mr. Smits replied that he could not see that they 
were. There was not the least likeness to pleuro-pneu- 
monia, and in one place the pleura was raised from the 
lung in one big blister. 

Capt. Russert said he felt indebted to Mr. Smith for 
his paper, for it had been his experience to have to treat ex- 
actly similar cases. In one case to which he particularly 
referred, the owner for several years—five or six years, 
lost every calf, and every calf died in the same way. He 
had several opinions, and the disease was diagnosed as 
pleuro- pneumonia epizootica, but he himself (Capt. Rus- 
sell) was not satisfied as to what it really was, until he 
heard this paper, and septic-pneumonia appeared to him 


to be a very good name for it, according to the symptoms. | 





that medicine was any good and advised him to send the 
animals away, to change them in fact. He did send 
them away, and they recovered, 70 or 80 of them lived 
and improved and did well. He had tried, but did not 
succeed in getting at the cause of this, but as far as he 
could judge, he believed that this disease was introduced 
into his herd by bought calves, “ Derbyshire ’ as they 
were called but really Irish, worth about 560/- a-piece 
when calves were making £4. He believed the blood 
became impregnated with a microbe fro: these five 
calves, he could never trust bought calves. He thought 
the poison entered as described from the excreta of the 
bought calves. The same thing had occurred in his ex- 
perience with lambs. There was, he thought, no doubt 
it was septic-pneumonia but at the cause he could never 
arrive. 

Captain RussEtt suggested they might be justified in 
naming it contagious pneumonia, and reminded them of 
the recent cases on the Continent, introduced through 
parrots, when about 20 people died. 

Mr. Smiru said he was of vpinion that the calves in- 
haled this poison from the excreta. He should question 
whether the calf that was diseased would give it through 
its breath to a healthy animal. He attributed the 
disease to the calves that were bought in, and they un- 
fortunately in his district bought the majority in. If they 
went in for the calf-rearing business they could only 
raise a few, and they bought the rest. Another point 
about it that he wished to impress upon them was the 
fact that when these calves were put into hospital they 
were not so bad. When he gave them the inhalations 
only two out of ten died. 

Mr. Harttey asked how he prescribed the inhalations. 

Mr. Smita: Carbolic acid in boiling water on hay, 

Mr. Dickinson recommended an instrument made by 
Messrs. Calvert for that purpose. 

Un the motion of Mr. Howse, seconded by Mr. Hart- 
ley, a hearty vote was given to Mr. Smith for his paper. 

It was decided that the next meeting should take place 
at Spalding. 

Captain RussE.. proposed a vote of thanks to the pre- 
sident for his inaugural address. 

This was carried unanimously, and the proceedings 


| terminated. 


The members afterwards dined together at the Albion 


This man had six or seven calves and he had lost 13 or 14 | Hotel, when Captain Russell proposed the health of the 


running, and three or four were in the same way as de- | 


president in felicitious terms, to which a suitavle response 


scribed—lying on the ground, blowing great guns, groan- | was made. 


ing at every expiration, and undoubtedly dying. He had 
had Veterinary Surgeons give their opinions, but nothing 
could be made out. 
mortem examination but he could find nothing except 
symptoms of acute pneumonia, the place where they were | 
was very draughty and dirty, more like a dog kennel | 
than calf sheds. He visited the calves again in the | 
course of a week, and those which he had seen before | 
ill were now dead and the others were affected. He visited 
the place a third time but had never been in the place | 
from that day to this. He thought Mr. Rudkin had | 
been called in. 

Mr. RupkIN said that was not so. He had not been 
near the place. | 

Mr. Dickinson expressed his obligations to Mr. Smith | 
for his paper. He had seen the same thing exactly. It | 
way on a fen farm on black land and had occurred for the | 
last two years. This was the third year, and some of the | 
calves had slight symptoms of the disease and others were | 
dying: When sent for he thought it was filaria and pre- | 
pared certain things accordingly and he was surprised to 
find it was not. He made a post-mortem examination 
hoping to find filaria, but he got exactly the same post- | 
mortem symptoms as described by Mr. Smith. He | 
adopted treatment which did no good, for the calves kept | 
on dying. 


He (the speaker) made a post- | 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


RUSSIAN HORSE-SHOLING. 





From a report by Vet.-Captain Iles Matthews of 
the Royal Horse Guards, we extract the following 


/notes on Winter shoeing in Russia. 


* My first visit was to the Imperial forge and stables, 
where in winter are from 300 to 400 horses, in sum- 
mer perhaps half the number. They are shod with 
plain seated ontshoes, flat on the ground surface, 
except a shallow fullering for nail-heads. #Nail-holes 
eight in number. Circular holes at heels and toes 
for pyramidal screw pegs. In winter a sharp one 
is inserted at toe and outer heel, and a blunt one in 
the inner, which is sometimes turned up instead 
into a calkin so as to avoid injury to opposite foot. 
In summer blunt pegs are used to give a foothold on 


He told the owner that he did not think | the various pavements. 
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‘he screw pegs are intended to be removed after 
work; for this purpose a spanner is provided, which, 
with some spare pegs, is kept at hand in case re- 
newal becomes necessary while out. 

The horses are all shod by measure. This system 
is general in St. Petersburg, where many of the 
animals, being entire, are shod in their own stables. 
The screws are found to answer well. 

The Cavalry of the Guard are shod in winter with 
shoes, plain on ground surface except a shallow 
fullering for nail-heads. Clipped and seated out on 
foot surface. Eight nail-holes, seven of which are 
used, Sharp pointed screw peg in outer heel, and 
blunted one in inner. Weights from 12 to 18 ozs. 

The shoeing of private horses in St. Petersburg 
is conducted at their own stables, few being brought 


_ to the forge. The shoes are made by measure. 


The winter shoeing of carriage (sleigh) horses is 
the same as that of the Guard Artillery. Sharp 
screw peg in toe and outer heel, while the inner is 
either turned up or has a blunt peg inserted. Some- 
times they are shod with a sharpened wedge of sheer 
steel at the toe, and sharpened calkins at the heels. 
India.rubber pads are occasionally used but often 
fall out. The Drosjki horses or ponies and most of 
the animals in other public conveyances are shod 
with toe pieces, and high calkins ; sharpened” from 
time to time in winter and blunt in summer, The 
numerous misshapen feet being worked in bar shoes, 
bent at various angles to relieve pressure on seats of 
injury. The tramcar horses on Nevski Prospect are 
roughed with sharp calkins and screw peg in toe, 
the latter renewed every five journeys. 

The winter shoeing of the country horses consists 
of turned up heels and toe pieces more or less 
sharpened 

From the foregoing notes it will be seen that there 
are two systems of roughing, or winter shoeing, in 
the Russion Army ; that of screw pegs in regiments 
of the Guard in St. Petersburg, and sharpened calkins 
in the Artillery, also toe pieces in regiments of the 
Line. 

There can be little doubt of the advantage of the 
former system, where screws are plentiful and care- 
fully made, as it allows the frog. on their removal 
some of the pressure nature demands for its main- 
tenance in health; the permanent system. that of 
calkins and the toe pieces, denies this whulesome 
stimulus to growth; the frog being always raised 
from the ground, wasting, disease, and ultimate con- 
traction of the heels result. Never in the course of 
my experience, either in England, India, Egypt 
France, or America, have I seen so many diseased 
and deformed feet amongst horses as I saw in the 
streets of Kiev ; this is true to an extent of Moscow 
and, in a lesser degree, of St. Petersburg. It was 
so striking that I repeatedly inquired its cause, in. 
variably receiving the reply, “Neglect in winter 
before being brought into work.” Confined by the 
rigour of the climate to a limited space, the feet are 
often allowed to grow unchecked, and they assume 
a variety of grotesque shapes. Added to this per- 
manent roughing. by its prevention of frog pressure 
as well as the extremes of temperature the feet pany 
perience in winter, have a very deteriorating effect 








As, for example. in the case of animals used in 
public vehicles that stand for hours in snow or 
snow water, and on going to rest enter hot ammonia- 
cal stables, it is not to be wondered at that shelliness 
of horn, sand cracks, chapped heels, and fever in the 
feet frequently result. 

The shoeing of the Imperial stud, of the Army, 
and the better class of private horses, is a striking 
contrast to the primitive workmanship of the poorer 
and uneducated farriers. The former case shows 
what can be done by enlightened modern horse- 
shoeing, as even feet of defective shape are thus 
enabled to work. The Russians, when trained, are 
handy to a degree in affording mechanical assistance, 
or relief from pressure, to injured or diseased feet. 

At the Forge of Instruction, throughout the Army, 
as well as in the large establishments in private life, 
the shoes are all hand-made. Machine-made ones, 
except as specimens, do not exist yet, though a large 
firm, Koss & Daur, is now introducing them in St. 
Petersburg. and their Government has it under con- 
sideration to build a factory, to make them for use 
in war, when their experts are agreed it would often 
be impossible to make them on the spot; they do 
not, however, yet think of using them during peace. 





The Lancet on ’Bus-Horses. 


When Mark Twain undertook to conduct an 
agricultural paper he got into sad trouble at once. 
He knew nothing of the subject but he possessed 
wisdom enough to recognise his defect. 

The Lancet occasionally ventures upon some sub- 
ject connected with horses, but unlike the American 
humourist it learns nothing by experience, and ex- 
hibits its grotesque ignorance in unconscious 
innocence. As a specimen of its style and know- 
ledge we extract the following. The writer must 
have been a practical horseman who recognised 
French horses in London ’busses, and he knew little 
of his subject when he guessed the weight of a ’bus 
at one ton instead of 30cwt., and the duration of 
‘bus-horse life at two years instead of four. The 
mortality of bus-horses is really greater during the 
first three months of the work than afterwards, and 
arises from disease not from work. Putting aside 
glanders and pneumonia the life of a ’bus-horse is 
nearer five years than two. 

Phe Lancet should really confine itself more to the 
diseases of women and scarlet fever in cows. Its 
opinion on horses is beneath contempt. 


. HORRORS OF THE HIGHWAY 

“The omnibus traffic in London is becoming more and 
more of a harrowing sight, its sacrifice of horseflesh add- 
ing another to the many trials which the humanely 
minded among us have to undergo as we daily thread the 
streets. The strain imposed on these poor animals is 
sometimes appalling to witness, and hardly a week passes 
without numbers of them sinking under their load and 
dying where they fall. Twice last week, between Sloane 
Street and Piccadilly, a horse might have been seen to 
succumb on the incline and after a few convulsive heart 
heaves to breathe its last. In each instance it was acase 
of the cor ruptum of Boerhaave, not to be wondered at when 
the severe and continuous effort that preceded it is con- 
sidered. The animals are as powerful as can be procured ; 
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they come mostly from France, specially imported for 
their strength and endurance. But the omnibus which 
they are made to drag in pairs is at least a ton in weight 
before a single passenger enters it, and when it is full— 
fourteen outside and twelve inside, often with heavy 
packages in addition, the driver and conductor bringing 
the total up to twenty-eight—some notion of the exer- 
tion required to pull it at a brisk pace uphill may be 
imagined. Nor is this all. The incessant stoppages im- 
posed by passengers who get up or down along the route, 
when half a minute more might bring them to a point 
where the vehicle pauses by regulation, add enormously 
to the strain exacted from the long-suffering animals. At 
the briefest of intervals they have to put on a fresh spurt 
often on a slippery wood pavement, simply because some 
thoughtless “fare’’—possibly on his or her way to an 
anti-vivisection meeting—will not take the trouble to 
wait till the ’bus “stops by nature.” True, the hours 
during which the horses are made to do this work are few 
and far between ; but thateven with this provision, the 
work itself is cruelly in excess of their powers is evident 
from the fact that the strongest of them rarely last more 
than two years. They are well fed and comfortably 
stalled ; but not even such favourable conditions can pro- 
long their lives to the normal term.” 


BEARD, V.S., v. RB. 8. P.C.A. 


This case was tried on 11th of April last before a 
Bench of Magistrates at Macclesfield and a decision 
arrived at fining the owner of the horse £2 for using 
the horse, and also Mr. Beard, V. S., £3 for advising 
that the horse should have exercise after recovering 
from an attack of Lymphigitis. 

This holding the veterinary surgeon criminally 
responsible for carrying out professional duties ap- 
peared to the members of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association too serious a matter to be left 
as a precedent against us, so it was appealed against, 
and it was again tried on the 29th inst. It was 


fully and patiently gone through before Sir Horatio | 


Lloyd the Recorder, and a full Bench of magistrates, 
12 in number; Counsel, F. Marshall, and Mr. Trevor 


Lloyd. Junr., for defendant, the decision was, both | 


convictions be qnashed, 


The Price of Opium. 
_ At present good druggists’ opium may be bought 
in London at 7s. per lb.—a price which can hardly 
pay the cultivator for his trouble, if one will con- 
sider the number of intermediate persons whose 
profits must be deducted off that amount. Until the 
year 1876, the average value of the same kind of 
opium was from 20s to 22s. per Ib., and when, in 
1865, it fell for a moment as low as 12s. 6d. per lb., 
that was considered an utterly impossible price, and, 
in fact, only lasted for a very short period. Since 
1876 the 20s. limit has rarely been reached, and has 
only been exceeded, we believe, upon one occasion— 
viz., in 1880, when spccial circumstances, such as the 
existence of a strong syndicate of buyers in America, 
temporarily coincided with a bad harvest. The 


highest price ever known for the drug was in. 


February, 1569, when 44s, per lb. was paid for good 
druggists’ opium.— The Chemist and Druggist. 
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Horse Seven Days in Water. 


On Sunday, August 30th, 1884, a horse—the property 
of Mr. C. Thomas, butcher, Moulton—took great fright 
at a thunderstorm, and started off full gallop. From 
circumstances into which it is not necessary to enter, it 
was impossible that the horse could escape beyond certain 
limits ; and all the fields, &c., within those haunts, were 
searched again and again. On the following Sunday 
evening a party of men determined to make one more 
search for him, they being convinced that it was beyond 
all reason that he could have got outside the tract so 
often surveyed. At last they determined to go down in- 
to a disused mine which was supposed to be full of water. 
There were eight or nine feet of water in it ; and there 
was, too, the missing horse ; and strange to relate he was 
still alive. All his body was immersed; the head and a 
little bit of the back alone being visible. Means were at 
once taken to get the horse out ; and, being a favourite, 
every care was employed te nurse him. But the strain 
had been too long, and he died on the eighth day after his 
| immersion, seven of which he had spent in cold water.— 
| Live Stock Journal. 





Proceedings Under an Old Statute. 


John Fred Threadgill, Registered V.S., was charged 
tor that he “ being a person above the degree of a labourer 
and under the degree of a gentleman, viz., a veterinary 
surgeon, did use five profane oaths contrary to the Sta- 
tute,” on June 17. 

Defendant pleaded not guilty, and denied using the 
bad language ; he could give no reason for the proceed- 
iugs, unless it was that complainant had lost the custom 
of a gentleman through something he might have told 
him. 
| John Taylor, a woodman, said he saw the parties at the 
|time named. Defendant called Mr. Green a —— liar, 
and otherwise abused hlm. 
| The Bench fined defendant 8s. with 20s. 6d. costs. 
| The money was paid. 

The proceedings were taken under the provisions of 
| an old Act of Parliament, dating from the reign of 
| King Charles the Second, the fine of 8s. being 2s. each 
| for four oaths, which the Bench considered that defen- 
dant had used. 





Obituary. 
L. W. Delacherois. 


| We notice with sincere regret the death of Mr. Louie 
| William Delacherois which occurred on June 12th after 
| an illness of a few days, at his residence, 18 Upper Pem- 
' broke Street, Dublin, at the early age of 34. Mr. 
| Delacherois was a veterinary inspector of the Privy 
Council, Ireland, and was highly esteemed by his con- 

freres for his social qualities and professional integrity. 
| His diploma bears date of April 14th, 1882. 





E. J. Bovett. 


We much regret to record the death of Mr. E. J- 
Bovett, which occurred at his residence in George Street 
ov Friday morning last, at the age of 56 years. The 
deceased gentleman was born at Wellington, took his 
diploma at the London College in 1857, succeeding his 
father iu the same year, and has been in active practice 
from that time until within the past month, The business 
is now in the hands of his sou, Mr. E. W. Bovett, who 
has been residing in Bridgwater during his father’s ill- 
pess. Mr. Bovett leaves a widow and three children, 
namely, Mr. E. W. Bovett, M.R.C.V.S., Mr. A. E. Bovett, 
veterinary surgeon, Denver, Colorado, and a daughter 
married to Mr. E. W. Helps.—Bridgwater Mercury, 29th 


June. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 


CASTRATION WITHOUT THROWING. 


Since my article appeared last Saturday on Castration 
without Throwing I have received numerous letters from 
gentlemen requesting further information. Some gentle- 
men have enclosed stamped envelopes, those I have 
answered, Some others who have written I have not 
answered personally but have written this letter to you 
embracing the bulk of their enquiries. One gentleman 
wishes to know how we fasten them. Well we—my son and 
I,—4o not fasten them at all, as we find the better we 
treat out colts the better they treat us. We used to put 
on a double side line when we first operated, but we found 
with practice that they did better without. If you holda 
fore foot up they lean on you and go down; we don’t 
press against them for if you press against them they 
press harder against you. Our clams have no hollow on 
the inside, they are flat; aud we use no caustic 
dressing. 

My practical experience of the matter is this. The less 
you fight your colt the less he will tight you ; no caustic 
dressing on the clams ; take the clams offin from 4 to 24 
hours—Iudia rubber rings will not do for this short time 
operation-—-I have tried them and discarded them 12 
years ago, and sodid old Mr. Matthews, the Yankee, who 
was the first man to perform the operation in this coun- 
try. The saw scissors with the bent blades will not act 
in my hands at all, but [ have now a pair of scissors, 
made from my own pattern in Manchester, that act well. 
The dressing that 1 dress the clams with [ can only get 
from one place in Manchester, and the dressing for the 
end of the cords I can only get from one place in Man- 
chester, I feel assured of the success of the operation in 
time, as I have several letters to hand now.—Yours truly, 


JOHNATHAN BUNNELL, 


REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 





‘Sir, 

_ With references to your article upon the above sub- 
ject, in your issue of the 18th, I anticipated that some 
of the members of the profession who are on the Com- 
mittee of Registration of Farriers would have replied 
giving the necessary information asked for, namely the 
nature and character of examinations required of the 
Shoeing Smith before he can be placed upon the Register 
as a duly qualified Farrier. I am surprised to find that 
you have not received a reply, as there can be no doubt 
that it must have come under the notice of some of the 
Members of the Committee. Will you kindly allow me 
to state my experience upon the above question. 

When this scheme was first inaugurated I received the 
necessary form of application for Registration without 
examination, a sentence being inserted that should any- | 
one desire to be examined notice should be given. This | 
being in the winter it was impossible for me to leave my | 
business and proceed to London for the purpose Wish. | 
ing to encourage the scheme [ sent in the application 
and forwarded the tee, £1, fully prepared to be examined | 
in the simmer. I wrote to the Secretary for information | 
as to the nature and character of the examination and if 
it would be conducted practically as well as theoreticall 
both of which I would take to be a sine qua won, and if 
the Examiners would consist of men who have practical 


knowledge gained by experi : 
men who depend upon » lena oP + merely 








| 


On the 12th of November, 1890, | received a reply from 
the Secretary saying that my letter would be laid before 
the Committee. Not having received any further reply, 
I concluded that the Committee had no desire to discuss 
the subject, and neither had they any practical form of 
examination whereby a candidate’s ability could be 
tested. Again I wrote stating that I was desirous of 
knowing something more of the rules which governed 
the Association. The reply to this was, that the only 
rules at present were those which appeared in the 
Prospectus and form of Application. I thought this 
rather singular that an Association of this kind could not 
supply a member with a full code of rules by which it is 
governed, and this strengthened my opinion that the 
Committee evidently lacked practical experience. In 
June, 1891, I informed the Secretary that I was prepared 
to submit myself for examination and asking whether the 
examination would be conducted in writing or verbally, 
The reply stated that the examination would be verbal. 
and each candidate would be examined separately and ina 
room by himself and the fee would be £1, and I was 
further told it would aot be necessary for me to go in for 
examination seeing that [ had been registered upon my 
merits. From this I formed an opinion that there was 
neither horse nor tools whereby a candidate could 
undergo a practical examination, and that registration 
by examination under the circumstances would prove as 
great a failure as registration without it, and that the 
whole scheme as at present conducted must prove useless. 

Can anyone conceive anything more absurd than to be 
told that a person who has been registered without exam - 
ination has been registered upon his merits ? 

Why is it, L ask, that a fuller explanation has not been 
given to my inquiries?) Why is it, Mr. Editor, that you, 
in your article are seeking to obtain the same informa- 
tion as I endeavoured to seek twelve months ago ? 

The Farriers Company have undertaken to instruct, 
examine and to register the shoeing smith, and how far 
this has been carried out practically and methodically 
remains to be proved. Professor Walley says he does not 
see why the shoeing smith should not be taught the 
anatomy of the foot and to some extent the physiology ; 
has there been any effort made on the part of the 
Farriers Company to bring this about in a practical 
form? Mr. James J. Lupton, F.R.C.V.S., says that the 
rising generation vf shoeing smiths should be taught the 
anatomy and physiology of the foot, and this he says can 
ouly be done in schools of farriery established for the 
purpose. ‘This has been my idea for many, years ; a letter 
from me to this effect appeared in The Record of Feb. 20. 
Until something of this kind is established we cannot 
expect the shoeing smith to make much further progress 
in the art of horse shoeing.—Yourts truly, 


, JOHN OwEN. 
Neath, June 27th. 


ComMMUNICATIONS, Books, anD Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
J. A.W. Dollar, Jas. Smith, J. Owen, -J. Bunnell, A. 


Bartlett, J. McL. Young, E. Blackman, ‘ Natural Order 
of Plants.” 





_ Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 


thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 


Communications for the E 
Road, 8.W. e Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 





